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Hailey Nestor WVU School of Nursing
Senate Bill 251
Naloxone Saves LivesHigh Overdose Rate
The purpose of this bill is to allow emergency responders to administer approved opioid antagonists (e.g. Naloxone) in a situation 
where an individual has suffered a drug overdose.
 33,000 Americans died from an 
overdose in 2015
 2016 death rate of overdoses per 
100,000 deaths: 
 America – 13.3 
 West Virginia – 43.4
https://www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/opioids/opioid-
summaries-by-state/west-virginia-opioid-summary
 93.5% of people survived the 
overdose when given naloxone
 Blocks opioid effects for 30-90 
minutes
 Only causes mild symptoms (aches, 
irritability, sweating, diarrhea, 
nausea)
 Cannot cause a “high”
 No potential for abuse or dependency 
 If given to someone not using 
opioids, it will act as water
http://naloxoneinfo.org/sites/default/files/Frequently%20Asked%2
0Questions-Naloxone_EN.pdf
Cost of Naloxone 
 Between $20 and $40 per dose
 In West Virginia, health plans must 
cover substance use services –
medication-assisted treatment 
http://healthlaw.org/storage/documents/BCRA_-
_Opioids_Fact_Sheet_WV.pdf
Position
I am in support of Senate Bill 251. 
Summary Statement / Impact
Naloxone is a low-cost, life-saving drug. It increases the rate of survival while only causing side effects associated with the 
withdrawal process. Administering an opioid antagonist in an emergency situation where an individual is experiencing an 
overdose could potentially save a life. Passing Senate Bill 251 could possibly lower the overdose rate. 
